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For I ſay unto you, That except your 
Rightcouſneſs ſhall exceed the Righte- 
ouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye 
ſhall in no caſe enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven. 


| Preface, or Introduction, will be need- 
A leſs. . It's enough, that theſe Words are 
partof Chriſt's Famous Sermon -6n the 
Mount : The Method, I ſhall obſerve in hand- 


ling them, ſhall be this following, ro Enquire, 
and Conlider, 


I. Who theſe Seribes and Phariſees were. 
: IT. What their Righteouſneſs was, and where- 
in it conſiſted. 
ITI. How and in what oxr Righteonſneſs 3s to 
exceed their Righteouſneſs. 
IV. The danger, it we do not, ye ſhall in no 
caſe enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
B I. Who 
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Nam, 6. 
þo 4 
Jerem. 35. 
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I. Who thele Scribes and Phariſees were, 

1. The Phariſees. You have often heard of 
Three Famous SeQs among the Jews, when 
Chriſt appeared 'in the World, the Phariſees, 
the FEſſenes, and the Sadducees. : 

The Phariſees were an Order of Men, who 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves from the Vulgar, by 
certain Auſterities and Morrtifications, and a 
[cemingly preciſer way of Living; yet they con- 
vers'd, and live in Cities, and Towns, and 
were lo far from avoiding, that they ſeemed to 
fe Places where there was a great Concourſe 
of People. 

When they began, or, who was the fiſt 
Founder of them, 1s uncertain ; bur ir's. probable, 
the Inſtitution of ghe Nazarites of old, and the 
Order of the Rechabates atrerward, or the ſtrift- 
neſs of the Haſideans , might give occaſion to 
this peculiar way ot living, though the Votarics, 
in progrels of time, deviated and degenerated 
from thoſe fober Patterns; and, as it was with 
Monckery in the Chriſtian Church, improved, or, 
rather abuſed, the preceding, pious, and well» 
meant Self-Denials, into Superſtition. 

The Efſenes were a kind of Hermits, who 
chole to dwell in the Country, as far from 
Crouds as they could ; and, though they had 
Procu- 
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Procurators in Cities, and populotis Places, to re- 
ceive,' afid entertain, thoſe of their Set, twhoſe 
Occaſions Ted them to pals that way, yet, their 
chief abode was in a Wilderneſs not fat from 
Fericho ; from whence, as they grew in tumber, 
they diſpersd themſelves, and planted Colonies 
in other Places. Thefe, were a Modeſter and - 
Soberer ſore of People, and ſtudicd Self-Denial 
too, but to better and greater Purpofes than the 
Phariſees ; and therefore poſſibly it is, thar 
Chrift paſſes no cenſure upon them, b+*cauſe, their 
Service for the molt part was reafonable, and im 
their Morals, they came very near the Chriſtian 
Inſtitution ; and it's likeTy,that moſt of rhem tenrn- 
ed Chriſtians afterward, being (ſo well qualified, 
| and Tru, prepared for that excellent Difſci- 
pline ; and this might give occaſion to Enſeb?us, Fn. 
and others, to tnink, that the Efſenes, Philo — 
ſpeaks of, were Chriſtian Aſceticks. 

The Sadducees were Senſualiſts, and Epicurean, 
and denied the Being of another World ; pre- 
tended indeed to keep cloſe to rhe Letter of the 
Law of Moſes, reje&ed Traditions, and derided 
the Phariſees , who were great Admirers of it; 
but were Men looſe, and profane, debauche and 
cruel, a temper agreeable enough to their Prin- 
ciple 3 which+ was, That Men die like Beaſts, 
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and that there” 1s no Reſurreion of the Dead, 


though it muſt be confels'd, that theſe [mpious 
Tenets took not much with the common People, 
the Perſons who eſpouſed theſe Doctrines, being 
chiefly Men of great Eſtates, and Dignities, 
who are apt, without very great Circumſpection, 
from an over-admiration of Things Preſent and 
Viſible, to be drawn into contempt of Things In- 
viſible and Eternal. 

To return to the Phariſees, the Men the Text 
ſpeaks of ; this Order was ſubdivided into Seven 


8s. who all obliged themſclvyes to ſeveral forts 


of Auſtericies, too tedious to be told here ; and 
fo taking, it ſeems, were theſe External Rigors, 
that there were Women Phariſees, as well as 
Men Phariſees. 

The Name Phariſee, is as much as a Separa- 
tiſt, tor ſo the Phariſees were, ſeparating them- 
ſelves from the reſt of Mankind, by an affected 
Picty , which paſled for great firianek i in that 
Age, and gave occaſion to the Apoſtle, to ſay, 
That before his Converſion, he lived after the 
ſtricteſt way of the Jew! ih Religion, a Pha- 
_”—_ A. xxvi. 

. The Scribes ; Thele were in the Nature of 


wn Eh. or Clerks, or Publick Notaries to the 


Sanbedrin, or Great Council of the Jews ; : Which 
Conncil, 
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Council, in thoſe Days, conſiſting of Sadducees 
and Phariſees, theſe Two FaCtions had their di- 
ſtin& Secretaries , or Notaries, as appears from 
AF. xxiii. 9. The Scribes, or Advocates, who 
were of the Phariſees de, having entirely addi&- 
ed themſelves to their Cauſe; and Service, were 
of the ſame Opinion with the Phariſees in all 
things 3 ſtifly. maintaining their DoEtrines, Prin- 
ciples, and Traditions, and being commonly Men 
of Learning, were in equal eſteem with the Pha- 
riſees ; the rather , becaule what the Phariſees 
boldly and proudly aſſerted, the Scribes endea- 
voured to prove from Records, and Monuments 
of Antiquity, and ſuch Writings, as they judged 
proper for their purpoſe: I know ſome thiak, 
they were the Elders of the Sarbedrin , and» the 
Chief Expoſitors of the Law ; but if we comparo 


the Account, the Scripture gives of them, with: 


what the Talmndiſis ſay of them, they ſeem to 
have been ſuch Men, as I have deſcribed them-; 
nor did their Office,and Learning debar them from. 
being Interpreters of the Law, but qualihe them 
rather for that Employment. In a word, Whar 
the Canonifts are, and have been of late Years to 
the Pope, the ſame were the Scribes to the Phari- 
ſees, detending their pretended Rights, and Pri- 
viledges, and Authority. aad Traditions, with al 
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the Zcal, and Paſſion, as is common to Men, who 
deſignedly c{poule an Intereſt or FaGtion ; and i in- 
deed, one Egg is not liker another, than Phari- 
faiſm, and Popery are, as were an cafe Matter to 
prove in ſeveral Inſtances, bur that 1 have more 
mateiial Thing to tell You. Let us go on there- 
lore, and 


IE. Conſider, 7 at their Righteouſneſs was, and 
wherein it conſiſted. 

And to underſtand the Myſtery of it, I ſhall 
1 the firſt place, 'repreſent to You the Particulars 
of their Righteouſneſs, as they are Recorded by 
t ' e Evangeliſts; and then ſhew, wherein it was 
deieftive, that we may, be the better able ro di- 
ſtinguith, and fee, how our Righteoulnels is to. 
exceed theirs. : 

7. Fhe Particulars of their Rightcouſne(s; and: 
they were theſe following. They gave Alms, 
Matth. vi. 2. They pray'd, Matth. vi. 5. and 
pray'd wery long, Matth. xxiti. 14. They faſted, 
and when they faſted, disfigured their Faces, and 
looked ruefully, Matth. vi. v6. They faſted two 
days in 4 week , Luc. xviii. 12. They praiſed 
God, and gave bim thanks for his Mercies, Luc. 
xViii. 12. They were no ſcandalous Offenders, 
Extortior ers, Unjiſt , Adulterers, Lnc. xvii. 11. 
They 
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They were very ready to reſolve Caſes of Con. 
ſcience, Matth. xxiii. 16. They taught the Do- 
Erine, and maintained the Law of Moſes, Maith. 
XXiil. 2, 3- They Garniſhd, Adorned, and 
Beautihed the Sepulchres of the Prophets of old, 
Matth. xxiii. 29. They had a great Veneration 
«we the Traditions of their Church, Mare. vii. 2, 
I, 4 They were very punctual in paying Tithes, 
of the tent: part of che Fruits of the !arthy that 
fe'l ro their ſhare , Matth. xxiii. 23+ They-car- 
ricd their PhylaQerics about with them, where- 
ev-r they went, which were certain pieces of 
Parchment, wherein were written fome Senten- 
ces, or Sections of the Law , particularly of 
Exod xii. and xiii. and Dext. vi. and xi. and 
theſe they tied to their Wriſts and Fore- 
heads, and made them-very broad, Matth. xxiii. 
5. They were ofcen Purifying and \Vathing 
omnbevves not only their Hands and Writs, 
du 7 uſawyo:, as Theophylac+ ſpeaks, up to the EL- 
bow, but their whe Bodies too, eſpecially vvhen 
they came from the Market- place, being feartul, 
leſt ſome filehinels, contrafted by converle, 
ſhould ſtick to hem, Mark, vii. 3 They cook 
preat pains to make Proſelytes, and Converts to 
their Religion, for they compatled Sea and Land 
to do it, Matth. xxait. 15, They were lo ſtrict; 
Or 
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or ſo nice rather, thar they were afraid of 
rouching a Perſen, who was counted an open, 
and ſcandalous Sinner 3 would not only nos 
Fat with him, but not ſo much, as Touch 
him, which was the reafon, why the Phariſee, 
in whoſe Houſe Chriſt Dined, found fault with 
our Saviour, for ſuffering himſelf to be touch'd 
by a Woman, who had been a notorious Sinner, 
Luc. vii. 39. And this is the account the Scrip- 
ture gives of them. 

Se. Epiphanius adds, that many of them would 
Vow very ſtrict Chaſtity, and Abſtinence from 
. the Partners of their Beds, ſome for Four years, 
* ſome for Eight, and ſome for Ten. They were 
- —_ - very watchful againſt all No&urnal Accidents, 
: jm and partly to prevent them, and partly to awake 
:-- 1" z. the ſooner to Prayer , they would Sleep upon 
1-22.49 Boards not above nine Inches broad, that calling 
angel or rolling off from thoſe Boards on the Ground, 
«rs, they might go to their Devotion ; ſome would 
E 3, tuff their Pillows with Stones and Pebles, and 
=-1i/-« (ome would venture even upon Thorns, for that 
"7-6-5 purpoſe. Beſides their Tythes, they ſeparated 
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->/1&, their Firſt-Fruits, and the Thirtieth, and Fiftieth 


Epiph. 
Ibid. 


part of their Incomes to Pious Ukes ; ; and, as to 
all Vows, and Sacrifices, no Perſons were more 


ei to pay or diſcharge then), . than they. 
x This 
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This was the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and 
Phariſees. All this looks well, and hath a very 
good Gloſs. And one would wonder at firlt 
tight, how Chriſt could find fault with theſe Per- 
formances. One would think, that in ſtead of 
blaming, he ſhould have commended them for 
ſo doing : How many Thouſands are there in the 
World, that do not do half ſo much in matters 
of Religion ; and ſome would look upon chem- 
ſelves as extraordinary Saints, if they came up to 


what the Scribes and Phariſces did, fo far are they 


from dreaming of going beyond rhem. 


But have not You (cen ſome counterfeir Pearls, 
ſo Artificiouſly contrived, that the ignorant 
SpeQator hath taken them for truly Oriental ? 
Have not you {cen ſome curious Limaer, draw 
Iaſets and Butterflies, with that Life, that 
one would take them for Living Animals ? 
The ſame may be ſaid of the Righteouſneſs of 
the Scribes and Phariſees. As ſpecious, as glo- 
rious as it look'd; it was perfe&tly of the Na- 
eure of the Glow-Worm, and ſhined bright in 
that dark Night of Ignorance, but view'd by 
Day-light was nothing but a fſquallid Worm, a 
mere Skeleton of "Devotion ; which leads me, 
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2. To ſhew You the Defects of their Righ- 
ouſneſs, and they will appear from the following 
Varticulars. 

1. They laid the Streſs of their Devotion up- 
on the Opus Operatun, the bare Outward Task 
and Performance, without any regard to ' In- 
ward Frame ; very indifferent whether their 
Minds at the ſame time were ſeaſon'd with a 
due ſenſe of Gods Greatne(s, and their own Im- 
perfe&tions : Juſt as the People of the Church of 
Rome at this Day will ſay ſo many Credo's, fo 
many Pater Noeſfter's, (o many Ave Marias, and 
fancy, they have done aumirably w.Ill, when 
they have abſolved their Task, thongh their 
Minds, or Thonghts all the while, like the Evil 
Spirit in Þb, have becn wandriog to and fro 
im the Earth: And I wiſh, too many, who 
profeis themfelves Members of the beſt Chur. h 
m the World, } mean, the Church of England, 
did not fplit their Veſſel againſt this Rock ; I am 
ſure, the Scribes and Phariſees did :' They made 
no account of the inward Frame, but refted in 
the Shell, and thought God would be pleaſed 
with the ſhying of a Bullock, or Lamb, or He- 
Coat; and they meaſured the Goodnefs of theig 
Prayers by their L ength and Number more, than 
by the great Senſe they had of the Shekinab, or 
Divine 
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Divine Preſence, whereas an humble and de- 
vour Mind in the Religious Service, was the 
thing God required at their Hands, Marth. xv. $, 

2. They were very Zealous for the Ceremo- 
nial part of Religion, bur very reguardle(s of the 
Moral, and mere Subſtantial part of . it, hot as 
Fire, for the one, cold as Ice, with reſpe& to the 
other. The negle& of a. Ceremony, anger'd 
them more, than the omiſlion of a ſober, and 
pious Converſation, much as ' the Greeks at -this 
day look upon breaking a Faſt of the Church, 
as a more heinous Crime, then Killing, or Mur- 
thering a Man, and: to this purpoſe” Chriſt tells 
the Phariſees, Math. xxiii. 29, 23. Wo. to you 
Scribes, and Phariſees, Hypocrites, who firain at a 
Gnat, and ſwallow'a Camel : Tepay Tithe of Mint, 
and Cummin, and Aniſe, and - have. ontitted the 
weightier matters of the Law, Judgment, Merey 
and Faith. 

. They were abominably (clf(h in all cheic 
Religious Undertakings, for, - all their Works they 
do to be ſeen of Men, (ſaith our Saviour, Matth. 
xxiii. 5. This was the Worm that corrupted their 
Alms, their Prayers, their Faſts, their Self-De- 
nials, their Mortifications, and all they did, even 
a deſign to advance,- and promote their profit, 
interelt and credic, and to gain the Applauſes, 
D 2 and 
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and Admirations of Men, and though they made 
long Prayers, yet it ſcems, it was fo devour 
Widows Houſes, Matth. xxiii. 14. Their very 
Doctrines were ſuiced to their Pioht and Intereſt, 
.as Tranſnbſtantiation, Purgatory, Private Maſſes, 
Indulgences, Anricular Confeſſeon , &c. im the 
Church of Rowe are invented to aggrandize the 
Honour and Profit of the Prieſt, fo the Tenents, 
they held, were accommodated to their gain and 
Lucre, for they taught the People, that there 
was greater Holineſs in the Gold of the Tem- 
ple, than in the Temple, and greater Sanctity 
n the Giſt upon the Altar, than in the Altar 
it ſelf, thereby to oblige the People, to bring 
Gold, and Gifts into the Temple , whereby 
the Prieſts, who were of the Order of tha 
Phariſees, ſackt no ſmall advantage, Matth. xxiti, 
16, 17> 

4- They took care to purihe the outward 
Man, but took none to cleanſe the Heart and 
the Soul. Such Acts of Piety and Devotion, 
as were ſtately, and ſavour'd of Pomp, and ler- 
ved to attra&t the Eyes of Spectators, they were 
' for, and of this Nature were all thejr External 
Se\erities, and Rigors, and Revenges, they uſed 
upon themſelves. But, as to Mortitying, their 
19\ard Pride, and Rancour, and Hatred, and 
Malice, 
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Malice, and Covetoulneſs, and love of the 
World, they were (o great Scrangers to it, that 
they did not think it part of their Religion, 
which makes Chri# tell them, Thou blind Pha- 
riſce, cleanſe firſt that which is within the Cup 
and Platter , that the out fide of them may be 
flean alſo : ' Wo nu you Scribes and Phariſees, 
for ye are like unto whited Sepulchres , which ap- 
pear - fair unto Men, but within are full of Rot- 
zen Bones; even ſo, ye appear outwardly Riobte- 
ons unto Men, but within, are ful of Covetonſ- 
neſs, Matth. xxiii. 26, 2 

6. Though they own'd, proſeſled, and taughe 
the Law of Moſes; yct in effec; they preferr'd 
their wild and phantaſtick Traditions before it: 
Not to mention their common Proverb, Thaz 
the Words of the Scribes, i. e. of their Tradi- 
rionary Divines, were more Lovely than the Word 
of the Law, where it wa# fo, that the I aw; 
and the Tradition clallt, they Interprered the 
Law by the Fradition, not the Tradition by 
the Law, and hearkend more to the dictate, 
and fuggeſtion of a groundleſs and w himfical 
'Fradicion, then to an expreſs Text of the Wrirz 
ren Word of God ; as is evident trom what Chriſt 
tells them, Matth. xv. 2. IW by do ye Tranſere/s 
the Commandment of God, by. your Tradition, fer 
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God Commanded, faying, Honour thy Father and 
thy Mother; and, he that (urſes Father and 
Mother, let bim die the Death ; but ye ſay, Whe- 
ſaever ſhall ſay to his Father, or to bs Mother, 
chough ready co Starye and Perith, for want of 
Necellaties, it is Corban, it 3s a Gift, I have 
Dedicated it to the Temple, by whatſoever thou 
mighteſt be profitted by me, and Honour not his 
Father, or his Mother, he ſhall be Free. Thus 
bave ye made the Commendanent of God of no 
effect, by your Tradition. 

Indeed, where Men invent new Doctrines 
and Articles of Faith, there t]:c good Old :Word 
of God will do them no Service, but they are 
forced to make, and run to Traditions, and 
broken Ciſterns which can hold no Water. 

6. To Sum up all. They were very icvere 
and ſiri& in keeping ſome Commandments of 
God, bur very ſupine and negligent as. to others, 
They hated Extortion, but were Malicious to 
2 Prodigy 3 they would not be Drunk, but 
were abominably Proud ; they were for giving 
Alms to People of their own Sect, bur look'd 
upon it as Sinful, to releive a poor Samaritan. 
They were for trifneſs of Life, before Peo- * 
ple, and Spectators, but looſe and wicked in 
Secret, they abhorred Adultery, but were Slaves 
t@ 
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to Ambicion and Vain-Glory: They bound 
heavy burthens on other Mens Shoulders, but 
woul 1 not touch them wich one of their Fin- 
gers, and while they preſſed a ſevere obſervance 
of the Sabbath Day, forgor, they were to reſt 
from Sin, and Envy, as well, as from ſervile 
Labour, Marth. xii. 12, 13, 14- 

Indeed this was one of their pernicious Tradi- 
tionary Principles, That if a Man or Woman: 


were but induſtrious in the Practice of any one- 
Command of God, though they negle&ed the: 


other Precepts, that ſervice was ſufficient to en- 
title them to a 2 512 p*r to the Portion of the 
Blefled in another World. To be ſhort, they 
ferved God at the beſt, by halves, were quick- 
frehted as Eaglcs,in ſpying out other Mens faults ; 
but blind as Moles in diſcovering their own, and 
while they divided their AﬀeCtions, berwixt God 
and ' the World, allowd the World the far. 
greater ſhare. 

Thele were the Diſtempers and Diſeaſes of 
the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
and -»w we are to exceed them, is the third 
4+, particular, I am to ſpeak co. 


ITE. Except your Righteoaſneſs. ſhall exceed the 
P i» bteonjneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees , and 


how, 
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how, or, in what Things we are to exceed them, 
is ſoon gueſs'd at; for 'tis evident from the pre- 
ceding Diſcourſe, that it muſt be in Sincerity, in 
Simplicity, in Humilicy, in Charity, and ia Uni- 
verſality ot Obedience. . 
1. In Sincerity, in being that within, which 
we ſeem to be without. Chriſt is not againſt ex- 
ternal Devotion, hath no diſlike of an outward 
Profeſſion, never declared againſt decent exter- 
nal Ceremonies ; but he require:, we ſhonld be 
Devourt and Serious within, as well as without, 
and take care that what we do withont, do arilez 
from a {enſe of God within; and that a relliſh 
of Spiritual Things in the Soul within, do put us 
upon Devorion without ; that the Heart and the 
Lips, ad the Handz, be all of a piece; and 
moreover, that we uſe the ſame diligence to 
Mortific our inward Luſts, which we ule to re- 
ſRrain our ſelves from evil Actions in Company, 
or, in the preſence of Men. In a Word, that. 
we do not only pretend to Religion, but Practice 
itz not only talk and diſpute, and entertain our 
ſelves with Speculations, and Diſcourſes of it, bur 
L ive up to the Holy Rules of it; not only make 
Profeſſion of it, but ſhew ont of a 200d Conwerſa- 
tron, our good IWorks with Meekneſs of Tiſdom, 
as it is laid, Jam. ii. 13, " 
o In 
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2. In Simplicity, atid havitig pure and holy 
Ends in our Religions A&i6ns, and particularly 
in our Religious Severitics, and Self-Denials, ends 
ſuitable ro the Holineſs of God, and the Edifi- 
cation of our Neighbours ; in a word, ends Ra- 
tional, and ſuch as may be juſtified before God 
and Man. This is part of the ſingle Eye, we 
read of, Matth. vi. 22. Indeed, the Ends and 
Deſigns of Actions, make a ſtrange alteration in 
their Worth and Value, render them citlier Good 
or Bad, either Commendable or Abominable, 
either Sacrifices of Righteouſneſs, or, Sacrifices of 
Fools. Chriſt is fo Far from diſcouraging his 
Followers from Religious Se!f-Denials and Se- 
verities, that his Do&rine and Diſcipline preſles 
nothing more, infomuch, that the greater Your 
Self-Denials are, the better Chriſtians You are. 
But, the right end, is the thing our Maſter preſ- 
ſes, and inſiſts upon. Faſt and Pray, and con- 
tinue in Prayer a long time, ſpend whole hours 
in it, if Your Strength, and Senſe, and AﬀeRi- 
ons will ſerve ; give Alms,and give very liberally ; 
deny Your ſelves in a Thouſand Vanities, the 
World doats upon ; Mortihe Your Bodies in a 
decent manner, but take heed of ſecret hopes of 
Mericing by all this, and of ſecret Deſigns,either 
to promore Your Worldly Profit and Intereſt, or, 
D to 
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to gain the Commendations and Admiration of 
Your Neighbours, or, to make God amends for 
ſome Sins, You are Joath to part withal. Have 
no Worldly Ends in all this, but let a Senſe of 
Your Duty, and Your Gratitude to God, and 
and an earneſt dclire ro Cruciftie the Fleſh, to 
dic to the World, to imitate the Saints of Old, 
ro encourage Your ſelves in a Spiritual Life, 
and to prepare for Heaven and Happineſs. | Let 
theſe be the Principles and Morives that pur 
You upon all this, and You will undoubredly 
excced the Righteoulnels of the Scyibes and Pha- 
riſees. 

3- In Humility; not only in having a juſt 
Senſe of our Errors, and many Infirmities, which 
render us unworthy to appear. before God, with- 
out the Aſlitance and Interceflion oka Mediator ; 
not only in abhorring our ſelves fox thoſe many 
defects, which cleave to o r beſt Services, not 
only in accuſing our fclves before the All-ſeein 
Fye, as Wretched, Naked, Poor, Blind and 
Miſerable, from a Senſe of his Infinite Majeſty 
and Purity, but alſo in having low and humble 
Thoughts of our Religious Performances , ac- 
knowledging that by the Grace of God, we are 
what we are, and that by the Influence of thar 
Grace, thole Performances axe wrought, and con - 
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felling from the Heart, when we have done all 
that we are Commanded to do, that we are nun- 
profitable Servants, and have done no more , then 
what was our Duty to do. _ This humble Tem- 
per the Scribes and Phariſees were very great 
ſtrangers to, -who look'd upon their Religious 
Services, as Things which God was obliged in 
Honour, and Equity to look upon and Reward ; 
Pride, Seli-Conceirednels, and Self-Admirarion, 
mingling with almoſt all they did; and they 
did not, would not know, what a contrite and 
humble Heart meant, and what it was ta lie low 
before God, wich a deep Senſe of cheir Uln-wor- 
thineſs, and of the great Imperfe&tion of their 
Services ; and though they Faſted ofcen, yet that 
was not (0 much to arrive to an humble Senſe 
of their Corruptions and Infirmities, as ro in- 
creaſe their Merits, and co do Things which 
might Challenge Cods kinder Inclinations; and 
this was the Rock againſt which theſe Men ſtum- 
bled: And,. as they were unacquainted with true 
Hamilicy roward God, ſo they underſtood nor, 
what it was to condeſccnd to Men of low Eſtate. 
In Humility therefore we are to exceed them; 
| in Humilicy toward God and Man; for, as there 
| is nothing char ſeparates more betwixt the Crea- 

tor, and the Creature, than Pride and. Self- 
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Conceitedneſs, for which reaſon, God is ſaid to 
bebold the Proud afar off , ſo nothing unites 
Heaven and Earth, God and the Soul, more than 
Humility ; for thus faith the High and Lofty One, 
who bbobireth Eternity, T dwell in the High and 
Holy Place, with him alſo, that is' of a contrite, 
and bamble Spirit, EL. Ivii. 15. 

4."In Charity, or, a compaſſionate Temper 
toward"all forts of diſtreſſed Perſons, IT ſay, all 
ſorts, for that of the Phariſees was narrow and 
ſneaking, and confined to People of their own 
Sect. I need not tell you, that Charity conſiſts 
not only in giving Alms, that's but one part of it ; 
nay, it may happen ſo, that it may not be ſo 
much, as a part of it, according to the caſe St. 
Paul puts, x Cor xiii. 3. where he makes it 
poſlible, for a Man to beſtow all his Goods to 
Feed the Poor, and yet to have no Charity. 
Had Almſgiving been all the Charity, that was 
neceſlary to Salvation, the Scribes and Phariſees 
had been conſiderable Men, for they were free 
and liberal enough of their Purſes toward Men 
of their own Party ; but Charity is a larger 
and nobler Virtue; if it be of the true Eagle- 
kind, an unfeigned Love of God is the cauſe of 
it, and the cfe& is ever anſwerable to the Beauty 
which produces it. fr, Par hath given fo ge- 
nuine 
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nuine a Character of it, x Cor. xiii. that it's im- 
poſlible ro miſtake the Nature of it, except Men 
be willfully Blind. It extends its Arms not only 
to all forts of Objes, whether Friends or Foes; 
whether Relations or Strangers, but as far as its 
Ability reaches, and opportunity offers it ſelf to 
all ſorts of Diſtreſſes: It doth not only Feed 
and give Drink, and Cloath and Viſit, but Ad- 
monith too, and Reprove, and Teach,and Entrear, 
and Counſel and Adviſe, and help and afliſt, and 
ſometimes Corre& and Puniſh. It embraces 
Enemies, and like the wounded Earth, receives 
even thoſe that cut, and digg'd it, into its Boſom ; 
and like the kind Ballom Tree, heals thoſe, char 
made Inciſions upon' it. It Judges favourably 
of Ptons Heathens, much more ef Pious Chriſti- 
ans, though differing from it in Opinion ; it 
Damns none, whom God hath not Damned ; in 
a word, it works no Evil to its Neighbour, but 
is ready unto every good Word and Work. 
And in this Charity, we are to exceed the 
Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees. 

5. In Univerſality of Obedience ; or, in mak- 
ing Conſcience of the ſeveral Commands of the 
Goſpel, of one, as well as of another. Then, we 


exceed them, without any danger oft being over J»b.15.14 


much Righteous, when at the fame time, that 
we 
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we are fervent for Circumſtances in Gods Wor- 
ſhip, we are not forgetiul of the ſubſtantial part 
of Religion, when we do not tet our Publick 
Devotion juſtle our our private, nor the private 
the publick ; when we do not make the Practice 
vf one Precepr, an argument ro juſtifte OUr Neg» 
J-& of anorÞcr, nor excuſe our not doing Good, 
by our not committing of Evil, but are impar- 
tial in our Obedience, and chcertu!ly ſabmir, not 
only ro the gentler, but harder InjunQtions of the 
Golpel, not only to [u-" as are agreeable, but to 
thoſe allo, which arc -ontrary to our natural 
Temper and Inclinartion. 

The Pious Chriſtian will not eafily get the 
better of the Righteouſnels of the Scribes and 
Phariſees, except his Obedience becomes larger, 
and [preac's more than theirs. Had theſe Men 
c:1ried on their Obedience tothat | xrenr, I ſpeak 
o*, as St. Pant, a Phariſee, and the Son of a Pha- 
riſee afterward did, there would not have been 
greater Men in the World then they ; and the 
Proverb, which was unjuſtly made concerning 
them, would not have bcen altogether Falle, 
MIS, If there were but im9 Nie to be Saved, 
tt:2 ove world be a Scribe, the other a Pharilcc. 

And thele are the particulars in which onr 
Riglhteouſnels is to excecd that of the Sertbes 
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and Phariſees. It it doth not, we ſhall in no caſe 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. The Danger, 
and the Laſt Part , which will deſcrve our Exa- 
mination. | | 


IV. The Danger. Except Your Righteouſneſs 
ſhall exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes, and 
Phariſees, Ne ſhall in no caſe enter into the Kinzdong 
of Heaven. 

This Word, one would think , ſhonld rouze 
every Soul here preſent, and pur us all upon a ſe- 
rious Inquiry, Whether our Righteouſneſs doth 
actually exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes, 
and Phariſees : It it doth nor, we hear our Doom. 
And can any Man think, Chriſt was very ſerious 
m ſaying fo, without being concerned, how to 
prevent, and efcape that fatal Exit? All 
Ye, that have any Care of your Salvation, 
and beleive another World, and know, what 
the Terrors of the Lord mean, and what it 
x, not to enter 'into the Kingdom of Heaven ; 
Awake, awake, ( why ſhould. you not, when 
Your Great Redeemer calls? ) and. rake this 
Threatning into ſerious Conſ1deration. Either 
it will be fulfilled, or not : If ic will not be ful- 
filled, where is Chriſt's Veracity ? It it be, where 
is Your Security e 
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I ſay unto You ; Thus the Commination be- 
gins; which ſhews, the Thing is firm, and like 
the Laws of Medes and Perſians, unalterable. Our 
Maſter, even He whom we believe to be God, 
as well as Man, hath ſpoke the Word. He thar 
is Truth it ſelf, hath ſaid ir, and thus it'muſt be, 
nor will all the Intreatics of Men and Angels 
oblige him to depart from his peremptory De- 
claration. 

You that hcar, and now read all this, cannot 
pretend Ignorance , that you did not know the 
dreadful Conſequence of this Negle&t. We ſug- 
geſt, we intimate ſo much ro you; we pull you 
by the Sleeve, we proclaim theſe Words in your 
Ears, as poor, as mean, as inconſiderable Crea- 
cures, as we are; I would to God, they might 
ſink into your Hearts! We beg of You, to lay 
aljde your Divertiſements, and your Bulſineſles for 
a while, and allow this Threatning fome Atren- 
tion of Mind. | 

If you go no farther in your Righteouſneſs, 
than theſe unhappy Men did, not all your Cries 
at laſt, Lord, Lord, open to us ; Not all your Tears, 
and Calls, Lord, hawe Mercy upon ns ! Not all 
your Arguings, and Pleadings with God ; Not all 
your Dying Groans , not all your Mournful Ac- 
cents, will open the Kingdom of Heayen to you. 
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If you go no farther than theſe Men, by this 
Rule of Chriſt, you muſt inevitably be Miſera- 
ble, and all your Wealth and Grandeur and E- 
ſtares and Relatives,cannot help you: If you go 
Ro farther, you fink ivto a Scare of Hypocriſie, 
and I need not tell you, that the Portion of Hy- 
pocrices, 15 a very lad Portion, for it is to be caſt 
into outward Darkneſs, where there is Howling and 
Gnaſbing of Teeth, (o ſaith your Maſter and mine, 
Matth. xxiv. $1. 

In tpeaking to You, I ſpeak to Chriſtians,even 
to Men, whobelicye, that to enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven, is beyond all the Blif, that this, 
or Ten Thouſand Worlds do afford ; and, that 
- not. to:enter inta the Kingdom of Heaven, is to be 
Wreeched and Miſerable, Odious and Contemp- 
tible, beyond Expreflion, and to Groan in Tor- 


ments to Eternal Ages : This is the Notion You 


have. of theſe Things, as You own Your ſelves 
Chriftians. Men, Fathers and Brethren, Do you 
believe the Prophets ? Do you believe the Apo- 
ſtles ? Do you believe the Son of God, that came 
into the World to fave Sinners ? I know you b-- 
lieve, and ſurely this is Motive ſufficient to ſuffer 

the Word of Exhortation | 
It therefore any « f you have hitherto laid che 
Krels of your Devotion, upon the External Task, 
E and 
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and been Strangers to the inward frame of Mind, 
which is in the fight of God of great Price : It 
vou have bcen Zealous for fmall, little, inconſi- 
derable 1 hings in Matters of Religion, and have 
wiltully negle&ed the more Subſtantial and Selt- 
Deny ing part of it : If you have been Selfiſh in 
your Acts of Piety and Righteouſneſs, and been 
Devour and Good, tor Wordly Ends more than 
irom a Senſe of your Ducy : If you have taken 
ſome carc to Purifie your outward Man,from Cla- 
morous and Scandalous Sins,and have been careleſs 
of reifying what is amiſs within you, even of 
{ubduing that immoderate Love of the World, 
and Pride, and Revengefull Thoughts and De- 
fires, and Anger, and wrathful Temper, and o- + 
rher ſecret Sins, which do fo eaſily befer you : 
If you have thought it your Duty, to obſerve 
fome of the greaterCommandments of the Goſpel, 
and made no Conſcience of the leffer. All this 
Fabrick maſt be pulled down, undone and unra- 
vell'd, and you muſt turn over a new Leaf, and 
apply your felves to a true Goſpel Life and Tem- 
per; elſe, there is no entring into the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 

Flatrer not your ſelves wirh "the Merits. and 
Sufferings, and Death of Chriſt Jeſus, for poor 
Sinners. I grant, I own, this is a very Glori- 
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ous, and comfortable Truth, and there is no fin- 
cere Beleiver, but confeſſes ro thy Praiſe and 
Glory, O Bleſſed Jeſu ! That there is no Name 
under Heaven given, whereby Men may be $a- 
ved, but thine alone. Bur ſtill it is this exceed- 
ing the Scribes and Phariſees in their Righteoub- 
nels, that muſt give you a Title to the beneſics 
of the Death of Jeſus Chriſt : By this the Pardon 
of your Sins, which was purchaſed by that 
Death, muſt be ſued out, and applied, and ren- 
dred comfortable to your Souls; and, if the 
Death of Chriſt doth not kil. in you that Hypo- 
crifie and Partiality, which made the Righteoul- 
nels of the Phariſees defeftive, that Death can- 
not, will not, profit you. 

All che Chriſtian World knows, that the de- 
ſign of Chriſt's dying for Sinners, was, That they 
which Live, ſhould not hexceforth Live unto them- 
ſelvesbut unto bimgthat Died for them,and roſe again. 
They are the expreſs Words of the Holy , Ghoſt, 
2 Cor. v. 15. and it is as certain, that you cannot 
Live unto him, that Died for you, except your 
Righteouſneſs be a Righteouſneſs withont Guile, 
and therefore beyond that of the Scribes and Pha- 
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I ſuppoſe you are-ſenſible, chat Chriſt cannot 
contradit himſelf; when he ſpake theſe Words, 
He knew he was to Die for Sinners, yer to theſe 
Sinners, for whom he was to Die, he proteſts, 
Except your Righteouſneſs ſhall exteed, &-c. And 
therefore certainly, the Mercies of his Death can- 
not claſh with our Duty; and whoever means to 
enjoy the benefits of that Death, muſt Die to the 
Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, and a 
Righteouſneſs more Rational, an _Evangeli- 
cal Righteouſneſs muſt Live in him, even that 
which Sr. Paul ſpeaks of, Phil. tii 9. And thar's 
the | ite of God, as it is called, Epheſ. iv. 18. 

If we are to exceed theſe Men in their Righ- 
reouſnels, we mult do more than they did and 
if we do more, can we &o leſs, than what hath 
been hinted m the preceding Particulars of Sin- 
cerity, Simplicity, Humility, Charity, and Univer- 
fality of Obedience ? tor theſe Qualifications reftifie 
what was amiſs in the Righteovineſs of theſe 
Men, and fer us in the righe way, from which 
thoſe Setf-Conceited Ven deviated, and wandred 
in a Wilderneſs of Vulgar Erroms. 

Should any of you-be fo Unfortunate, (what F 
fay here, is nothing bur a plain and cafte Coms- 
ment upon the Commination of the Text) I ſay, 
fold any of you be fo unfortunate, as ro come 
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before the Gate of the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
be denied entrance there ; how like a Thundet- 
bole would this ſtrike you ! and yet I ſee not, 
how it is poſſible to prevent it, if theſe, Wards 
of Chrilt make no impreflion upon yori, 6t do aot 
oblige you to go beyond theſeMen in thieir Acts of 
Devotion and Piety. | 

Their Righteouſneſs was an External, Mecha- 
nical, ſtarcht kind of Righteouſneſs; it was nor 
Free, not Natural, and they took no. care to re- 
form their Thoughts, Deſires, Luſts, affeRions, 
and ſuch Things as Human Laws take rio notice 
of; and it's to be feared, thart this is the Diſ-aſe of 
roo great-a rtumber of Chriſtians: Nay, Thou- 
ſands there are,which do not comme up fo ſv much, 
as the Negative Virtues of the. Seribes and Phari- 
riſees: They were no Drunkards, no Sweaters, 
no Whoremongers, ao. Aduleerers, agd yer, bow 
many.that profeſs themſelves Illumjnated by the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, are ſo, and worſe. than fo?, and 
if even thole, who do not exceed, the Riplite- 
ouſneſs of theſe Men, ſhall not entet into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, how ſhall thole,” that ate 
hat ſo good as they ? And but that Unbelicf, and 
Frupidity rejgns fo much in the Hearts of Nen | 
certainly here 1s _ tO fright them froin the 
Carnal L iſe they Teac PY IITG 
There 
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There ſtands before the Gate of the Kingdom 
of Heaven, an Angel with a Flamiag Sword, 
as much, as there did before the Gate of Paradiſe, 
ro keep out all choſe, who voluntarily chuſe Death 
before Life, and do not you chuſe Death before 
Life, when you had rather forfeit your ſhare in 
the Kingdom of Heaven, then excced the Scribes 
and Phariſees in their Righteouſnels ? 

Surely it muſt be a diſmal and deplorable Con- 
dition, when Men have flattered themſelves all 
their Life time, with hopes of entring into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, to find themſelves ar laſt 
thruſt out, and may not this b: the condition of 
ſome of you? And is not the very poſlibility of 
it enough to oblige you to Purifie and Cleanſe 
your Righteouſneſs, and to take care, that none 
of the Leven of the Scribes and Phariſees ſtick to 
it ? 

Here on Earth, ,Men Fight for a great Ftate, 
and venture Fortune, Friends, Intereſt, Hone- 
ſty, Life, and all : Strange / The Kingdom cf 
Heaven ſhould lie under that Misfartune , that 
Men muſt be entreated to enter into it, and yet 
will not be prevailed with after all to enter. Yes, 
you'll ſay, we all are very ready to enter into it, 
were it not for the hard Conditions that are re- 
quired; and do yon really think the Conditions 
| lo 
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ſo hard ? Would you. think them ſo, if you lay 
Howling in Ecernal Flames ? Certainly, nothing 
would ſeem hard then, and why ſhould ic ſeem 
ſo now, when it is evident and apparent,. you are 
in danger of thoſe Flames ? 

Behold! God is ready and willing, to ſuccour, 
ro alliſt, ro ſupport, and to ſtrengthen yu, thac 
your Righteouſneſs may Triumphover theRighte- 
oufnels of theſe Hypocrites. , The ſame Spirit, 
the ſame Grace, the ſame Influences, the ſame 
Aſlittances, he hath afforded to Sr. Paul, to St. 
Peter, to Lydia, to Martha, to Mary, to Magda- 
l-ne, to the Jaylour, to the Penitent Publican, to 
Zachens, to others, the ſame he offers to you all. 
But then, + if theſe kind offers be (lighted and re- 
jected, and a Farm, a Voak of Oxen, or ſome thin 
worſe be preterr'd before it, it is not God fo much, 
that deprives you of the Kiagdom of Heaven, as 
you your ſelves. Were you actually pofleſgd of 
this Kingdom of Heaven, you would wonder at the 
Folly and Madneſs of Men, who can complain, 
that the Conditions are hard, when ſuch a Glory, 
ſuch a Bliſs, ſuch a Kingdom is to be had, a King- 
tom for which the Apoſtles, and the Primitive 
Belcivers, whofe Faich, and Conſtancy , we 
Admire, forſook Father and Mother, and Lands, 


and Houſes, ard all that was dear to-thcm im this 


World. 


— — 


Ty Sermon Preached. before » x 


Wola.” 'T cond give yon ſach a Deſcription 6 
tharKingdom,as ſhould make-all the Glories of this 
World look pale, and dim, andark, in Mages pp 
fon of it : Bur (tarbear. 

Were {u h Conſiderations as thaſe; made ule 
of in the coo! of rhe Day, I mean, when your 
Fhoughts are-cool and compoled, and the Grade 
of God upon your Endeavours, earneſtly implo- 
red; \rhey world inſpire you with Courage Tnvin- 
able, to'go tn t only beyoud: Ficathens and Phi- 


toſophers, bur beyond Seribes and Phariſees "th © 


Righreowſhels, arid in the ſerious Exerciſes of 
Virene and Self-Dental. 


Ir's poſſible, you may nor remember all the 
Motives, I have given you, bur one thing yore 
will beable tb Remembet, which comains- all 
that T have (aid, ahd char's the Texr, and they 
foreT repear it once more, Except your Richteoufueſd 
ſhall exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Pha: 
riſces, 'ye ſball in no caſe enter into the Angtheref 
Heaven. 


